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SECTION VIL-WEATHER AND DATA FOR THE MONTH. 
THE WEATHER OF THE XONTH. 

P. a. Day, Climatologist and Chief of Division. 
[Dated: Weather Bureau, Washington, Oet. 2, 1015.1 

PRESSURE. 

The distribution of the niean atiiios lheric pressure over 

tion of the winds are graphically shown on Chrirt VII, 
while the average values for the month a t  the several 
stations, with the departures from the iioinal, arc shown 
in Tables I and 111. 

For the month 11s a whole the barometric pressure was 
near or slightly below the nornial over niost sections ea.st 
of the Mississippi River, escept the upper Lake region, 
northern New England, and the Canadian Maritime Prov- 
inces. It was also low over tlie west Gulf States, the 
greater part of the Plateau region, and in the far Soutli- 
west. Over all other portions of the count,ry average 
pressure was above nornial, the greatest plus departures 
a penring in the eastern Iiocky Mountain and westeiii 
PL i s  regions. 

The month opened with reliitivcly high pressure o-mr 
the northern portions of the count,r and to the westward 
of the Rocky Mountains. Elsewgore i t  was ncnr the 
normal, except in the extreme Southeast moderately low 
pressure obtained. During the first decade the pressure 
continued high throughout most districts to westward of 
the Mississippi, while it was generally below the noriiial 
to the eastward. During the second decade ,relatively 
high pressure continued in most northern and western 
sections, while to the southward i t  m-as slightly below the 
normal until the latter part of the decade, when the 
movement of the subtropical dorm across this region 
caused abnonnallv low pressure, which cmditioiis con- 
tinued until near the niiddle of the third decade. During 
the remainder of the month relatively high pressure pre- 
vailed general1 throu hout the Plains States and to the 

mal until the last few days of the month, when a rather 
extensive high area overspread niost central and eastern 
dis trick. 

The distribution of the highs and lows was generally 
favorable for southerly and southwesterly winds along 
the immediate Atlantic and Gulf coasts, escept the 
Florida Peninsula, southwesterly in the upper Ohio Valley 
and lower Lake region, and northwesterly along the 
Pacific coast. 

the United States and Canada, and t h e prevailing direc- 

westward, whi P i ?  e elsew ere the pressure was near the nor- 

Elsewhere variable winds prevailed. 

TEICIPERATLmE. 

The month opened with high teniperatures over t,he 
more eastern and southern districts and with decidedly 
cool suninier weather from the u per Lake region west- 
ward to the Rocky Mountains an s over the northeastern 

St,ittes. In other ortions of the country the ternpera- 

after the middle of tlie first decade cooler weather 
extended into all districts to the eastward of the Roch 
Mountains. During the latter part of t-he decade rnoz 
erately cool weather prevailed i n  nearly all centrd and 
eastelm dist.ricts wit,h a tmdeiicy to wnrnier, and by the 
close of t,lie decide norilia1 suniiiier temperatures were 
the rule in rnctically all parts of the country, escept 

districts of the Pacific Const ant1 Plntenu States. 
The ar-ern.ge temperatures for the decade were below 

the normal over niuch of trlie country t.0 enstward of the 
Rocky Mountains, but along the South Atlantic and Gulf 
Coasts the docacle was iiiotlsrnbelv wa,rni, and to westward 
of the ltocliy Moun taiiis it  wtis likewise? above nornid. 

During the first few drip of tlie week ending August 17 
high teni eratmes prevded over the interior portions of 
the far &st, but as the week nrlvcinced there WLLS a slight 
lowering, so that toward the end temperatures in those 
districts were near t.he norinal. Over the districts to the 
eiistwtird of the Rocky Mountains the week opcned with 
iiioclerate suninier temperatures in neiwly all portions and 
only sli lit changes occurred thereafter, escept locally, 

ward the latter art of the week slightly cooler weather 

niountnin regions of the West, wid bg the end of tvhe week 
niuch colder weather prevailed in the up er Lake region 
a id  to the eastward and the westward. ?her other por- 
tions of tlie country the wveeli closed with temperatures gen- 
erally near tlie norinal. 

The mein temperatures for the week were equal to or 
above the seasonid normal in the northern Plains States 
and upper 3Iississippi Valley, and the week was generally 
warni over the castern third of the countr , as well &s 
over the ndclle and northern Plateau and I! acific States. 
However, in the niiddle portions of the Plains region and 
Mississippi Valley the week continued cool. 

The week ending August 34, opened with teinporatures 
ranging from 5 degrees to 15 de,wes below the seasonal 
average over northern districts froni the Mississi pi River 
eastward. -4s theweek advanced there was a slig P it warm- 
ing up, and shortly after the niiddle tenipernt.ures had be- 
collie decidedly higher in the Middle Atlantic States and 
the up er drainage area of the Ohio River, but over iu- 
terior cfhricts coniparatively cool weather for the season 
continued. During the latter part of the week Inoderate 
temperatures obtamed over nearly all districts, while to 
the westward of the Rocky Mountains warni weather re- 
vsiled quite generally tlwougliout the week. At the c P ose 
coiisiderably cooler weather overspread the Nort.hwest, 
and light frosts were reported from points in North 
Dakota and Wyoming. 

tures were near t i e  ! norinal. A cool wave gradually 
rsacl the intcrior portions of the country and 

that unusun B y waiiii weather prevailcd in sonie interior 

duo to 1: B e influence of thmiderstorms or otherwise. To- 

occurred along t P le northern border and in portions of the 
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For the week as a whole, the average temperatures were 
below the nornial over niost sections east of the Rocky 
Mountains, save in the coastal ortions of the New Eng- 

near or slightly above the normal. To the westward of 
the Rocky Mountains the temperatures were likewise 
above the normd. 

During the first few days of the litvt week of the month 
cool weather extended froin the Missouri Valley soutsh- 
eastward to the Atlantic Coast. With only a sbht  in- 
terval of warmer weather foUowing, a second coo7 wave 

in the Northwest and movcd rapidly eastward 
northern boundary with low temperatures and 

reaching the Athntic Coast shortly after the 

land, South Atlantic, and Gul P States, where they were 

middle of t.he week. At the snnie tinie, another cool wave 
inoved into the lower Missouri V d r y  with tenipertitures 
froni 10 de rees to 20 degrees or iiiore below the settsoiial 

districts to the westward of the Rocky Mountains the 
weather generally was warmer tlim the average. In  the 
South also temperature chtinges were moderate, but t.licre 
was a tendency to cooler m-eather as the week advanced. 
At the dose of the week there was a further fall in temper- 
ature over nearly all eastern districts and record breaking 
low tem eratures for August occurred a t  niriiiy points. 
In the x orthwest the weather was warmer and it con- 
tinued warn1 in the far West.. 

The mean teiii eratures for the week were very gen- 

cereal and rass producing sections. To the wcstward of 

greatest positive departures being about IOo as conipared 
with ne ative departures of about the same value in the 

average anc 7 frosts occurred in ninny localities. Over the 

eraUy the lowest r or the suninier over niucli of the great 

the Rocky 5 fountains they mere above the noriiial, the 

coldest 5 istricts to the eastward of the Rocky Mountains. 

the P, ake region and over the Atlantic Coast States froin 

PRECIPITATION. 

Generally stormy conditions prevailed over the eastern 
districts a t  the beginning of the month, and during the 
earl part of the first decade heavy rains were general in 

the Carolinas northward to southern New England. 
High winds and heavy rains did considerable daniage to 
crops over the Atlantic Coast States, while at points in 
the Lake region heayy rains caused much daina e to 
propert.y, notably at  Erie, Pa., where, in addition to K arge 

ropert loss by flood, a score or niore of persons were 
Xrownei. Ruin continued locally a t  intervals over the 
districts from the Lake region and Ohio Valley eastward 

for several days. During the latter part of the decade 
local showers occurred at  widely scattered points over 
the interior anti southern districts, and from the Great 
Lakes and u per Ohio Valley eastward to the Atlantic, 
mid the sout 7 iern ortions of the Rocky Mountain and 
Plains regions. TL decade closed witli showers quite 
enerally from the niiddle Plains region and ceiitrd 

Fesas eastward to the Atlnntic and thence northward to 
New England. Over most northern and wcskrn districts 
fair weather prevailed. 

For the decade as a whole the rainfall was compara- 
tively light t.hroughout tho country,  sa^ e for generous 
fulls in the Btlantic coast districts and c-omparativdy 
heavy amounts in the re ion of the Great Lakes and in 
portions of ICmsas, Oldn !?I oiiia, and Missouri. 

During the first few days of the week ending Auaust 17 
showers occurred over most eastern clistricts, wi tE some 
heavy local falls in the Central Gulf St.ates ancl Olio 
Valley. By the niiddle of the week h i 4  winds and show- 
ers set in over the Florida Peninsufa, niid c1urin.g the 
remainder of the week showers were yuitc general in the 
Gulf States, with heavy falls ancl consiclortible pro erty 
damage in portions of Tesas, due to tho severe b e s t  
Indian disturbance, the first of the season. At the close 
of the week showers were general also from the central 
Missouri and lower Ohio valleys eastward to New Eng- 
land, uiid there were local shorn-ers in the Northwestern 
States, but in the Central West ancl Southwest fair weather 

East of the Rocky Mountains the rainfall 
for the week was generauy sufficient for present needs, 
and in the cenbral and east Gulf States tlic droutliy con- 
clitions were la eJy relieved by substantinl showers. To 
the westward o 7 the Rocky Mountains practically no rain 
occurred. 

The tropical storm referred to above, a full descri tion 
of which appears elsewhere in this REVIEW, made h t l e  
progress durino the first few days of the week ending 
August 24, an8rain occurred uite generdly over nearly 
all districts from the niiddle B lains States and central 
Texas eastward, with heavy falls in portions of the west 
Gulf States and the central Mississippi Valley. By the 
niiddlo of the week the rain area had covered most eastern 
districts with large daily amounts in sonic sections, par- 
ticularly in portions of the Ohio and inidtlle Mississippi 
Valleys. By the end of the week the weather had gener- 
ally cleared to the eastward of the Mississi pi, while local 
rains were in evidence in the Northern am P middle Plains 
States and upper Mississippi Valley. In  portions of the 
central and soutliern Mississippi and lower Ohio valleys, 

rerdled. 
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the total rainfall for the week mas escessive, ranging from 
4 to 8 inches or more, while in most districts to the east- 
ward generous showers occurred, especially in the central 
Gulf States, where moisture was needed. The amounts 
for the week were light in the Middle Atlantic States and 
over the spring-wheat belt, while in estrenie southern 
Tesas, much of the Florida Peninsula, and to t,he west- 
ward of the Rocky Mountains ractically no rain occurred. 

property resulting from the high winds and torrential 
rains along the Texas coast, and to a considerable distance 
inland, serious flood damage occurred in the central Mis- 
sissippi and lower Ohio valleys, especially at  St. Louis, 

In addition to the great P 06s of life md dama.ge to 

+4. i 
+3. : 

Mo.; and vicinity. 
No well-defined rain area crossed the country during t.he 

last week of the month, although considernhb Dreciid n- 
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tion fell. Fairly general rains &curred oyer t.he! At.l&it,ic 
coast St,ates nrar the niiddla of the week, and local hen.vp 
falls occurred in Tens. Toward the end of the week 
rains became ratahher general over the dist.ricts t.0 the 

between t,he A h -  
sissippi River and Rocky Mountains, except in Texas 
and portions of t,he in1niediat.e Mississippi Valley, while 
in t,he far West the week was pracbicaUg rainless. 

For the week iis a whole the rttiiifd ww gene.rally light.. 
except over murh of Texas. portions of the niiddle Missis- 
si pi Valley, nnd most of the At,lantic coast, districts. 
w R ere generou.: aniount,s occurred. 
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had clenred in ncnrly 
light showers occurred 

by the dose the weat,lier 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 
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The weather for August,, 1915, was chsracterizrd by 
almost continiiously low temperatures over large portions 
of the reat cered and grass rowing St,ntes, the ticcurnu- 

that of an prvvious similar period in the past 40 years, 

escept the western half of Cali ornia, nort,heast,eni N'e- 
vada, and t,hr northwestern portions of Oregon and 
Utah. The rainfall was heavy in port,ions of the west 
Gulf States, rent.ral Mississippi and lower Ohio valleys, 
portions of the Middle and South Atllnntica. Sates ,  and 
the central Florida Peninsula. 

lated k i l y  deficiency since t. f e niiddle of May esceeding 

Rain fe Q 1 over practically all ort.ions of the country, r 

nw. . Xnrfolk Va ....... 
N?. 1; PoInt :&yosLight, 
ne. I '  Cal ............. 
0. 1. no ............ 
ne. Do.. .......... 
se. II Do ............ 
R. I; no ............ 

Aawage accumulated departures for Augwt, 1915. 

Dlstrkis. 

New En,"land. ...... 
.Middle Atlantic.. _._ 
South A tlontic. ..... 
Florida Peninsula. .. 
East (;I111 ............ 
West ~:ulf ........... 
Ohio Valley and Ten. 

nessce ............. 
I.nwer Lakes. ....... 
Ppper Lakes. ....... 
North llakota.. ..... 

e r MIsshsip.~i 
a f lev.. ........... 

Mirsoiiii Vsllev.. .... 
Middleslo c ........ 
Southern $ope. ..... 
Southern platmu.. .. 
Middle plxleou. ..... 
Northern plateau .... 
North Pnrifir ........ 
Middle l'a+c.. ..... 
Mouth Pacific ........ 

Northern slopk.. .... 

. . . . . . . . . . .  -. 

Temperature. 

-- 
O F .  OF. 
06.1 -l .(  
71.9 -O.! 
3 . 9  -1.1 
53.2 +I . :  

-2.: 

70.6 -4.1 
66.3 -3.: 
62.7 -3.! 
65.4 -1.: 

6i.2 --I.! 
68.0 -5.9 
6G. I 0.1 
69.8 -5: 
7fi. 5 -2.1 
77.0 -0.: 
73.51 +l.!  
76.0 +5.1 

67.2 +?.: 
72.7 +2.. 

p n  15.3 +o.t 

61.4 +:i.; 

. 
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se 
2 .s 

2- 
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Ei 
- 
1 6.. 
c 4.: - ?.# - 9.: - 2.: 
- 7.1 

- 7.1 - 5.: 
I- 2.: 
c10.1 

- 4.' 
- S.. 
t 1.' 
-1?., 
-12. 
-15.: 
- l., 
t l4 .<  
t10. 
t 6. 
t10. 

Preelpitation. 
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! humidlty. Cloudiness. 1 
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4. 
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2. 
1. 
2. 
4. 
2. 
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+1.4! 78! + X 
-to.71 761 + 9 
+0.3 65 +13 
+o.sJ 73/ +I4 
+0.1' 66 + 5 
-1.11 441 + 2 
-1.4 ?!I - f +o.d 361 - I 
-0 2' 73 + 6 
-0171 60' - 7 
-1.01 "i 0 
.. __ . -. ........ 

.krimum wind velocities, dugusl. 1915. 
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-I______._ 

Char1otte.N.C ... 29 
Cnlurnhus. Ohio.. PI 
1FlRio .Ter  ..... 13 
~,ali-estun.Tcs ... 16 

l )o  ............ : 1; 
Houston, TcL.... 16 

Do ............. li 
Jwksonville. Fls..'  2 
bfonnt Tsmalpais. ~ 

('a1 ............. 2 
1)n ............ 3 
Do ............ 5 
Dn.. 
no ............ 1 

Do ............ 10 
no ............. 12 
Do ............ 2s 

Do ............ ~ 30 
Do ............. 31 

.......... fi 

n o  ............ 29 

' 1  Do ............ 
Do.. .......... 
Do ............ 

Xichmond, Va .... 

... I 
I1 Do ............ I 

I 
.. 11 Taylor, Tcx.. .... 
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